Significant Cases of Global Arms Trade

Egypt and Libyas internal conflict
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The political unrest and conflict in Libya have led to a significant influx of weapons into the
country from a multitude of international actors, Egypt being one of them. As one of the
largest military forces in the Middle East and North Africa, Egypt has substantial inventories
of major weapons [7]. It has been alleged that Egypt, among others, has played a part in
supplying weapons to Libya, despite the UN arms embargo. The implications of this action
on the conflict and the region are substantial and complex.

Egypt's military strength has been well supported by international arms sales. The U.S., for
example, has notably approved substantial arms sales to Egypt, with a value around $2.5
billion in 2022 [2] and $197 million in 2021 [1]. These deals have drawn international
criticism due to Egypt's human rights record [3].

In the context of the Libyan conflict, it's essential to note that Egypt has strong geopolitical
interests in the region, particularly due to its shared border with Libya. Historically, Egypt has
supported the Libyan National Army (LNA) led by Khalifa Haftar, largely due to shared
concerns over Islamist extremism and border security. The delivery of weapons from Egypt
to the LNA has likely strengthened the LNA's position in the conflict, enabling them to
maintain a strong challenge against the internationally recognised Government of National
Accord (GNA).

While it's difficult to track the exact path of individual weapons from Egypt to Libya due to
the opaque nature of illicit arms transfers, it's reasonable to infer that the arms supplied
have likely contributed to an intensification of the conflict. They've potentially provided the
means for increased violence, contributing to a higher death toll and further civilian
suffering. Moreover, the breach of the UN arms embargo by supplying arms to Libya
indirectly undermines international law and the credibility of multilateral institutions like the
UN.

Furthermore, the flow of weapons into Libya from Egypt and other countries has

destabilised the broader region. The conflict in Libya has led to security issues spilling over
into neighboring countries and regions, particularly the Sahel. It has also contributed to a
significant refugee crisis in the Mediterranean, affecting European countries. The inflow of
weapons has potentially facilitated the activities of extremist groups, adding another layer of
complexity to an already intricate conflict scenario.



In conclusion, the alleged resale of Egyptian weapons into the armed conflict in Libya is a
critical element in understanding the dynamics of the conflict and the broader regional
instability. The delivery of these arms has likely influenced the balance of power between
the warring parties in Libya, sustained and perhaps escalated the level of violence, and had
destabilising effects on the wider region. In this light, the continuation of such arms transfers
underscores the need for more effective international arms control measures and a renewed
commitment to peaceful conflict resolution mechanisms.
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[7] "Egypt has one of the largest military forces and inventories of major weapons in the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA). However, based on the official figures provided by the
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