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The Belharra arms deal between France and Greece involves the procurement of advanced 
frigates for the Hellenic Navy. Under the agreement, France will deliver three state-of-the-
art Belharra frigates to Greece, with the option of a fourth vessel. The deal is reported to be 
worth around €5 billion [1]. The signing ceremony for the deal took place on March 25, 2022, 
aboard the "Battleship Georgios Averof" in Paleo Faliro, a coastal suburb south of Athens [2]. 
 
This agreement signifies a strategic defense partnership between Greece and France [3]. It 
aims to strengthen European defense autonomy and enhance Greece's naval capabilities. 
The acquisition of the Belharra frigates is part of Greece's broader efforts to modernize its 
armed forces. The frigates will contribute to Greece's maritime security and defense 
capabilities in the Mediterranean region [4]. 
 
The Belharra frigates are being constructed by Naval Group, the main contractor, under a 
€2.26 billion agreement between Greece and France [6]. These vessels belong to the FDI 
(Frigate de Défense et d'Intervention) Belharra class and are equipped with advanced 
technologies and systems for conducting naval operations. 
 
While the primary focus of the Belharra frigates is enhancing Greece's naval defense 
capabilities, their role in border security for Europe and potential involvement in illegal 
pushbacks is not directly addressed in the available research results. It's important to note 
that the specific operational deployment and use of these frigates will depend on the 
strategic objectives and policies set by Greece within the context of European and 
international law. 
 
Regarding the growing tensions between Greece and Turkey, the acquisition of the Belharra 
frigates by Greece has been seen as a move to strengthen Greece's defense capabilities and 
assert its rights in the region. France has supported Greece's rights and sent warships to the 
region to challenge Turkey. The acquisition of advanced naval vessels like the Belharra 
frigates can contribute to Greece's deterrence and defense posture in the face of regional 
tensions. 
 
In summary, the Belharra arms deal between France and Greece involves the acquisition of 
advanced frigates, enhancing Greece's naval capabilities and contributing to its maritime 



security. The agreement signifies a strategic defense partnership and aims to strengthen 
European defense autonomy.  
 

Commentary 

According to the our research results, several international organizations and stakeholders 
have condemned pushbacks carried out at the EU's external borders, highlighting concerns 
about excessive use of force, degrading treatment, and arbitrary detention of migrants 
[9][10]. European courts have ruled that pushbacks are illegal in certain cases, such as those 
involving Italy in 2012 and Hungary in 2020. The European Commission has also 
acknowledged the illegality of pushbacks while emphasizing the need to protect EU borders 
[13]. 
 
Within EU territory, pushbacks are generally considered illegal, as they can violate the 
principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits returning individuals to a country where they 
may face persecution, torture, or other serious harm [11]. However, outside EU waters, 
pushbacks may occur within a legal gray area, as the application of international law and 
human rights standards can be less clear. 
 
The legal opinions on pushbacks at the EU border depend on various factors, including the 
specific circumstances, locations, and practices involved. International human rights law, EU 
law, and relevant treaties and conventions play a significant role in assessing the legality of 
pushbacks. Additionally, the principle of proportionality is crucial in determining whether the 
use of force during pushbacks is justified and compliant with international legal standards. 
 
It's important to note that pushbacks are a highly debated topic, and different perspectives 
exist regarding their legality and effectiveness as a border control measure. The legality of 
pushbacks can be subject to interpretation, and cases may need to be assessed on an 
individual basis considering the specific facts and legal context. 
 
In summary, while pushbacks at the EU border have faced condemnation and legal 
challenges from international organizations and stakeholders, their legality is a complex 
issue. Pushbacks within EU territory are generally considered illegal, as they may violate the 
principle of non-refoulement. However, the situation outside EU waters and the specific 
circumstances of each case can influence the legal assessment 
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