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Key Data: 
Years: 2009 - 2013 
Involved Countries: Syria, USA, NATO and misc. armed groups 
Weapon Systems: The specific details of the delivered weapon systems are not explicitly 

mentioned in the various data of different suppliers 
Arms Producers:  
Perpetrators/Involved Parties:  
Victims/Affected: 470,000 – 610,000 
 

 
The arms trade with Syria from 2009 to 2013 was marked by various factors, including covert 
operations, complex networks, and international treaties. The United States played a role in 
supplying weapons and vetting Syrian groups receiving them, while the delivery of arms had 
significant implications for the civil war in Syria. Additionally, the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) 
and humanitarian law provide important frameworks for assessing the legality and 
humanitarian aspects of such deals. 
 
Starting in 2013, the United States initiated a secret operation to train and equip opposition 
forces fighting against the Assad regime in Syria. Through the CIA, the U.S. facilitated the 
transfer of an estimated $1 billion in arms, ammunition, and training to Syrian rebel groups 
[1]. While the U.S. did not provide large amounts of weaponry, it was involved in developing 
the arms pipeline and vetting the recipient groups [2]. 
 
The delivery of arms played a crucial role in the civil war in Syria. The conflict was 
characterized by the involvement of various actors, including state, non-state, and criminal 
entities, creating a complex and overlapping web of arms channels [2]. The provision of arms 
to opposition forces had both intended and unintended consequences, fueling the conflict 
and contributing to its escalation. 
 
In terms of the legal and humanitarian aspects of the arms trade, the Arms Trade Treaty 
(ATT) adopted in 2013 seeks to regulate and monitor international arms exports. The treaty 
obligates member states to prevent arms transfers that may contribute to human rights 
abuses or violate existing arms embargoes, including those related to terrorism [6]. The ATT 
aims to address the adverse impact of poorly regulated arms trade on conflicts, regional 
security, and development [8]. 
 
Assessing the humanitarian law aspect of the arms deal requires a comprehensive analysis. 
International humanitarian law (IHL) provides the legal framework for the conduct of parties 
in armed conflicts, with the goal of protecting civilians and minimizing human suffering. The 
delivery of arms during the Syrian civil war raises questions regarding the compliance with 
IHL principles, such as the distinction between combatants and civilians, proportionality, and 
precautions in attack. 
 



A thorough legal opinion on the humanitarian law aspect of the arms deal would involve 
examining the specific circumstances, types of weapons supplied, their potential use, and 
the impact on civilians. It would consider factors such as the responsibility of the supplying 
states to ensure arms are not used to commit human rights abuses or violate IHL. 
 
Overall, the arms trade with Syria from 2009 to 2013 involved the United States' covert 
operations and the complex networks supplying weapons to various groups. The delivery of 
arms had significant implications for the civil war, contributing to the conflict's escalation. 
Assessing the legal and humanitarian aspects of the deal requires a comprehensive analysis 
of the Arms Trade Treaty and its application to the specific circumstances, including 
compliance with international humanitarian law principles to protect civilians and minimize 
human suffering. 
 

Commentary 

From a legal perspective, the delivery of arms during the Syrian civil war raises important 
considerations under international humanitarian law (IHL). IHL is designed to protect 
civilians and minimize human suffering in armed conflicts. In evaluating the legality of the 
arms trade, several principles of IHL come into play, such as the distinction between 
combatants and civilians, proportionality, and precautions in attack. 
 
A comprehensive legal opinion on the humanitarian law aspect of the deal would require a 
detailed analysis of the specific circumstances, including the types of weapons supplied, 
their potential impact on civilians, and the actions of all parties involved. It is crucial to 
assess compliance with IHL principles to ensure the protection of civilians and to hold 
accountable those responsible for any violations. 
 
In conclusion, the arms trade with Syria from 2009 to 2013 involved various countries and 
contributed to the intensification of the civil war. The delivery of arms had significant 
implications for the conflict, resulting in a humanitarian crisis. The legal aspects of the deal 
necessitate a thorough analysis of international humanitarian law principles to ensure 
compliance and safeguard the well-being of civilians affected by the conflict. 
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